
Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

IntheMatterof )
)

Petitionfor DeclaratoryRulingthat AT&T’s )
Phone-to-PhoneIP TelephonyServicesAre )
Exemptfrom AccessCharges )

)

WC DocketNo. 02-361

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

Pursuantto Section1.46 oftheCommission’srules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.46,

TheCompetitiveTelecommunicationsAssociation(“CompTel”) files this Motion requesting

theCommissionto extendtheperiodfor all interestedpartiesto file reply commentsin the

above-captionedproceedingfrom January7, 2003 to January24, 2003. CompTelsubmits

thatthis briefextensionoftime wouldpermitmoresubstantiveandcompleteresponsesonthe

newandcomplexissuesraisedin thisproceeding.Further,this modestextensionwouldnot

prejudiceany interestedparties.

AT&T filed aPetitionfor DeclaratoryRuling on October18, 2002askingthe

Commissionto declarethat its phone-to-phoneIP telephonyservicesareexemptfrom access

charges.TheCommissionissuedits PublicNotice(DA 02-3184)onNovember18, 2002

establishingapleadingcycle on thePetition. ThePublicNoticerequiresthat commentsbe

filed by December18, 2002, andreplycommentsby January7, 2003.

Thereplycommentscheduleestablishedbythe Commissioncoincideswith

theupcomingholiday season.Consequently,thosepersonnelwith theexpertisenecessaryto
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fully addressthe complexissuescertainto be raisedin thecommentswill beonscheduled

leaveandhenceunavailable. This is no doubttruenot only for CompTel,andits member

companies,but alsofor otherpartiesthatmaywish to file replycomments.Particularlyin

light ofthe largevolume ofcommentsthat thisnewandcontestedissueis likely to generate,

thetimeperiodbetweenDecember18 andJanuary7 is inadequateto permit CompTel, its

members,andothersto providetheCommissionwith afull, informedreply. A brief

extensionoftime until January24, 2003 would greatlyfacilitatethedevelopmentofa

completerecordfor theCommission’sreview.

No prejudiceto anypartywould resultfrom thismodestextension.Theparties

wishingto file commentsonAT&T’s Petitionhavean extended,60-dayperiodin whichto

reviewandcommentupontheseproceedings,astheyhavehadaccessto AT&T’s Petition

sinceit wasfiled on October18, 2002. Thebriefperiodfrom December18 to January7

currentlyallotted for replycommentsis, asapracticalmatter,greatlyreducedby the

interveningholidays. TheCommissionhaspreviouslygrantedrequestsfor extensionsin

similarcircumstances.See,e.g.,PerformanceMeasurementsandStandardsfor Interstate

SpecialAccessServices,Order,16 FCCRcd.22,117(2001);PerformanceMeasurementsand

Standardsfor UnbundledNetworkElementsandInterconnection,Order,16 FCCRed.21,428

(2001). CompTelrespectfullysubmitsthatin this proceedingaswell, grantof theadditional

time requestedwould allow all interestedpartiesa meaningfulopportunityto respondto

issuesraisedin thecomments,andwould assisttheCommissionin reachingits decision

basedon a completerecord.
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Forall ofthesereasons,CompTelrespectfullyrequeststhattheCommission

grantits motionfor anextensionoftimeuntil January24, 2003to file reply commentsin this

proceeding.

Respectfullysubmitted,

JonathanD. Lee

VicePresident,RegulatoryAffairs
TheCompetitiveTelecommunications
Association
1900M Street,N. W., Suite800
Washington,D.C. 20036
Tel: (202)296-6650

November25, 2002
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I herebycertify that on this 22nd day of November,2002, I causedtrue and

correctcopiesof the forgoing Motion for Extensionof Time to be servedon partieslisted

belowby eleôtronicfiling.

MarleneH. Dortch,Secretary
FederalCommunicationsCommission
~

12
th Street,SW

Washington,DC 20554

JonathanD. Lee


